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FSXC130HerculesCaptainsimPatchCathy Young is a
historian of science and technology studies at the
University of Minnesota. Her research, which
examines science and technology studies, has been
published in the British Journal of the History of
Science and in the American Journal of Public
Health, among other places. She is a science and
technology studies blogger, speaker, and consultant.
I’ve been thinking a lot recently about the idea that
you should maybe go to a different university if it’s
one where you want to work in a particular field.
While I’m not saying you should leave a graduate
program if it’s not the one that will get you the job,
your choice of graduate school can at least factor into
your research and career goals. For instance, I don’t
think any biologist should go to graduate school
anywhere but Brown. Because Brown’s biology
department is one of the best. It’s a good idea for all
sorts of reasons — but if you want to be a high
school science teacher, you should definitely not
study at Harvard. It’s true that I’m biased here,
because I went to Harvard (but not to graduate
school). But I also went to a top-five college, and I
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doubt that that’s the only way to get there. I’m not a
fan of Ivy League schools in general, but for a
researcher or someone looking for a research job,
Harvard is not the best place to go. For at least these
three reasons. 1. The research focus There are so
many Harvard faculty working in fields that are not
directly relevant to “reality.” For example, Jane
Goodall’s studies of chimpanzees have generated
some amazing insights into the evolution of our own
and other primate brains, but does any of this apply
to what Harvard biology students are doing today?
No, it does not. Goodall focused on primates, and on
the species that remain the closest to us biologically,
most of them living in Africa. Every one of those
students is thinking about animals in a very different
way than she did. Take a look at the faculty at
Harvard’s Biology Department. It’s a mix of science,
medicine, genetics, environmental science, and
zoology — but what does most of that research focus
on? Most of the researchers are interested in humans
and our interactions with the rest of nature. Most of
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